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174 Booh Reviews m.v.h.e. 

Our foreigners. A chronicle of Americans in the making. By Samuel 
P. Orth. [The chronicles of America. Edited by Allen Johnson 
under the supervision of the committee on publications of the Yale 
university council] (New Haven : Yale university press, 1920. 255 
p. $3.50) 

"With the accumulation of considerable material dealing with the 
problem of immigration, and the widespread interest in the subject, the 
appearance of a book which approaches the subject from the historical 
point of view is timely. It is only a question of time when every am- 
bitious department of history will offer courses emphasizing the influ- 
ence of immigration in American history, patterned after courses show- 
ing the influence of the west in American development, 

Mr. Orth's book sets forth in interesting fashion the more obvious 
aspects of the subject drawn mainly from secondary works of a special 
and general nature. There is little in the book to stimulate criticism or 
to excite controversy. Each racial stock, including the negro, Chinese, 
and Japanese, is allotted space usually appropriate to its importance, but 
it is difficult to understand why thirty-six pages should be allotted to 
Fourierism, the Shakers, Eric Janson's theocratic socialistic community, 
and other "Utopias," and only twenty and twenty-two pages to "The 
Irish invasion" and "The Teutonic tide," respectively. 

The author was confronted with the difficult task of compressing the 
facts of a long and complicated story within the number of pages as- 
signed to his volume; but the reviewer must take note of the fact that 
he has included rather minor events and indexed names of little signi- 
ficance and has ignored others of first importance. "We should like to 
know more about the European background, the efforts of states, cor- 
porations, and individuals to stimulate and direct immigration, the or- 
ganization and influence of foreign language churches, the work of such 
religious pioneers as "William Passavant, T. N. Hasselquist, and John 
Ireland, to mention but a few, rather than the ephemeral work of Eric 
Janson, Jonas Olson (not Olsen), and Peter Lehman. A better per- 
spective would have brought out more sharply the cultural contributions 
of our foreigners, their political affiliations and influence, and the setting 
of our immigration legislation. 

Mr. Orth writes well and with poise and discrimination, but he has 
added nothing to our knowledge. His book is for the general reader 
rather than the scholar. 

George M. Stephenson 



